
When we finally approached our destination, Camp Bighorn, we couldn’t be
happier. As we stepped out onto the grass it was as green as watermelon, and the
air was thin like wax paper. We couldn’t help but take in the beauty nature brings.
In addition, we were welcomed by the camp instructors who released us to our
cabins. My cabin was shared with Jireh, Lily, Maria, Eileen and Leona, with Ms. Beck
in charge. After we settled in our cabins this loud bell rang, which signaled that
dinner was ready. It was so nice to have a homemade dinner which tasted
scrumptious. The lodge we were in was so cozy. While everyone was eating their
amazing dinner there was also significant bonding time which was awesome! After
dinner we all went into this open circular space surrounded by trees called an
amphitheater. There the camp coordinators spoke about the 7r’s (river, rocks, etc.).
Lastly, we traveled back into the upstairs part of the lodge. Where the evening
chapel was held. Caleb, the Venture Director led the meaningful chapel. He
discussed the that our theme would be shalom, which means connection to God,
nature, and yourself. 

The next few days consisted of adventures with shalom as the core of each
instruction. A lot of us found out we had hidden talents. Leona had a bad fear of
heights but challenged herself to the 25ft ropes and rock wall. Lily was a dare devil
who wanted to go first on everything. She was afraid but once she reached the
finish point, she wanted to try it again. Maria, John Win, John Sein, William, Zach,
Leo, and I all made it to the top of the highest rock wall. Every student faced their
own challenges through faith and trust. Throughout this trip we became more of a
family. One way of bonding time was when our paraeducator was 
vulnerable enough to share his brokenness but hopeful life story.
Which was an example of connection through stories. After
sharing he became more than a para educator. He became like a
family member to me because of his willingness to be open.
Overall, this trip was an amazing experience for all. 

Adventures of Camp Bighorn
Written by Nataly Romero
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MEET YOUR WRITERS

Hello, my name is John Sein (Jon-Sin)
and my role is Artist, Photographer. I am
Asian and from Burma. I love to paint and
take photos. 

My name is Nataly Romero and my role is
Writer. I am interested in this role
because I hope to be a professional
writer someday. In this role I hope to uplift
spirit, inform minds, and hear hearts of
others. 

Camp Horn illustration by John Sein

On the beautiful day of September 27th, 2022
N.E.L.A middle school students embarked on
the journey of a lifetime. Where we would find a
little bit of heaven through nature and seek
purpose through God. That morning the class
and I were feeling a slight case of the nerves. It
was my first time going without my mom. But I
had faith that Mrs. Beck and Mr. Santacruz
would be great support. Before we got on the
bus, the class was full of laughter and luggage.
Just before we loaded the bus, all the classes in
N.E.L.A came outside. We all made a loving
circle and held hands as Mrs. Romero said a
beautiful reassuring prayer we won’t ever
forget. Then the para educators took pictures
of us as well as Karen and Tyler. Furthermore,
we loaded the bus. The ride was long but very 
worth it. Stopping at gas stations and fast-food restaurants made some of us
realize we weren’t ready to be adults yet. I had no idea what to order and Maria
almost forgot her wallet at the at the store. But the chance to be independent was
fun. 
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This month I sat with our beloved para educator, Leonardo Zamora Angel Santacruz. I
chose to interview him because of his inspiring story. He lived a childhood of
struggles, but a few years ago everything changed when he encountered the Broetje
Family Trust. He worked with the Welcome Team as the Leo Center assistant, for two
years. While he was working, our principal Darilyn Hackett asked Leo if he wanted to
work at NELA as a paraeducator. He declined the promotion. Then later she offered
him again. He declined for the second time not feeling mentally ready. Lastly, Mrs.
Hackett asked him a last time and he finally said yes! Now he currently works as our
middle school para educator.  

A few weeks ago, I asked Mr. Zamora about his growth. The first question I asked him
was, “What do you think your purpose in life is?” He answered, “to help those that have
been alienated and abused then guide them on a straight and narrow path. My
purpose is to show those who are hurting a better way of living than the way I was
taught. Secondly, I requested him to ponder on the question, “What are you learning
about yourself?” He replied, “I learned that no matter how bad I think I’ve had it, some
kids have experienced far worse. Yet they still show up every day energized, smiling,
and ready to work. Although I am given the title Paraeducator, the children here are
educating myself and other adults on how to view life, as well as themselves." 

I also asked, “How have you grown?” He responded, “I feel that I have grown spiritually.
Before, I used to have a lot of bottled-up anger. But now I am more of a calm and chill
person. I went from having no real direction in my life, to now being able to see an
open road of possibility.” Mr. Santacruz also mentioned, “NELA helped me by showing
me love, guidance, and admiration daily as well as helping me grow alongside them."
Mr. Santacruz is an asset to the class and school. He is an amazing person to be
around. He is funny and so fun, like sunshine wearing shoes. I asked my classmates
what they think about Mr. Santacruz. Here are a few responses. Jireh said, “He is
sweet, loving, and caring.” Lily said, “He is nice and he is athletic.” Leo Chimal said, “He
is nice and cool.” Lastly, John Sein said, “I love that Mr. Santacruz is chill." Mrs. Hedlund
and Mr. Santacruz make an amazing team. Here’s what she has to say about him. “Mr.
Santacruz is a valuable addition to our classroom. He is caring, thoughtful and a
dedicated leader. He is working hard to develop all of the skills to be a well-rounded
educator. I am grateful he has joined my team.”  
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Growing Together: Meet Mr. Santacruz
Written by Nataly Romero, Illustration by John Sein 

Leo Zamora transforms himself in this  
illustration by John Sein

Mr. Santacrus helps middle school boys
with an activity at Camp Bighorn 

Student Reflections
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What is your favorite Class?

"Being in class with my
mama and Mrs. Guzman!"

_Elyana, Kindergarten
 

"All the nice teachers!"
_Frances, 1st grade

 
"The principal!"

_Isaiah, 2nd grade 
 

"Lunch!"
_Kingston, Kindergarten 

 
"Recess!"

_Ezri, 1st grade 


