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The Center Joins Vista Hermosa Foundation in Common Mission By Suzanne Broetje 

The Center for Sharing and Vista Hermosa Foundation are pleased to announce that we have joined our 

staff and programs together as one team, housed under one roof at the Collegium in Pasco, WA.   

Moving forward, we will operate as one organization under the Vista Hermosa Foundation with a 

collective commitment to servant leadership through the following programs and initiatives: 

Collegium Café – hosting the Center for Sharing’s work study, evening and hospitality programs 

PAC Initiative – mentoring 6 servant-led organizations in Prescott, Pasco, Mexico and Philippines  

Global Grants – investing in partner organizations in Mexico, Haiti, India, Kenya, and Uganda 

First Fruits Scholars – supporting low income and first generation students in higher education 

Trauma-Informed Education – developing model programs for students and families in community  

Guided by the Foundation’s theory of change, which takes the 

form of a tree, we understand community wellbeing to be 

dependent on the strength of its root structure and the 

environment in which it lives.  Thus our mission is to nurture a 

supportive ecosystem, using three basic practices:  1) welcoming 

the vulnerable; 2) nurturing gifts and capacities; and 3) practicing 

in community.   

Within this ecosystem, we focus on nurturing ever deepening roots 

of connectedness through healing our relationships with God, self, 

others, and place.  And as roots grow, we see individuals and 

communities stand taller and flourish in all dimensions of life – in 

health, education, economics, and engagement.  

We invite you to read the stories included in this newsletter, stop by the Collegium to learn more about 

our initiatives and theory of change, and connect with us anytime.  We would love to hear from you! 
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From left: Nevresa Beganovic, Admin Assistant; Antonio Escalera, Facilities Manager; Glenn Cross, Servant 

Leadership Manager; Guadalupe Mendez, Scholars Coordinator; Suzanne Broetje, Executive Director; Cheryl  

Broetje, Servant Leadership Director; Abraham Regunta, Program Coordinator; Rachel Gaddam, Café Manager; 

Melanie Lopez-Grewal, Grants Coordinator. 

“Nurturing the 

Roots of Holistic, 

Flourishing 

Communities”  



PAC Retreat 2018 ………. By Cheryl Broetje 

The Partners in Authentic Community 

(PAC ) held its third annual retreat, (including 

representatives from 6 associated 

communities of practice implementing servant 

leadership, trauma informed care, and an 

empowered world view in the service of 

vulnerable people groups) on the campus of 

Jubilee Leadership Academy.  

They have modified one of their dorms 

into a beautifully adorned hotel-like setting in 

anticipation that Trauma Informed retreats 

may be held there in the future. PAC groups 

include: Vista Hermosa, Tierra Vida, Jubilee 

Leadership Academy, Broetje Orchards, Centro 

de Compartimiento (Mexico), and Shepherd’s 

Home (the Philippines). 

These entities share a theory of change that seeks to nurture spiritual wellbeing within flourishing 

communities. Utilizing the metaphor of a tree, we endeavor to draw people into an eco-system through welcoming 

practices, evoking of gifts and nurturing increasing agency/engagement. Our work as leaders is to focus on the 

roots of the organization that seek to connect people in 4 domains: self, others, God, nature. If we do that, then, 

the organizational tree will grow strong branches that bear fruit. 

Some of the challenges facing our communities include the force of rugged individualism in pursuit of 

economics and its resulting impact on community building initiatives, and low trust cultures due to past trauma 

resulting in depression, apathy, sadness. Together, however, we can continue to heal through the living power 

and grace of Christ, at work, in our members and the communities we serve. 

“This is my 
commandment, 
that you love one 
another as I have 
loved you. Greater 
love has no one 
than this, that 
someone lay down 
his life for his 
friends. You are my 
friends if you do 
what I command 
you.” 

 ~ John  15:12-14 

 

 

“Abide in me, and I 
in you. As the 
branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless 
it abides in the vine, 
neither can you, 
unless you abide in 
me. I am the vine; 
you are the 
branches. Whoever 
abides in me and I 
in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, 
for apart from me 
you can do nothing. 
“ 

  ~ John  15:4-5 

 
Check us out on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/centerforsharing 

www.facebook.om/collegiumcafe 

 

Check out our websites! 

www.centerforsharing.org 

Www.vistahermosafoundation.org 

www.collegiumcafe.com 
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Mexico Partner Retreat 2018 ………. By Melanie Lopez-Grewal 

From June 20-22, VHF convened its first 

ever international grant partner retreat in 

Mexico City.  It was a deeply spiritual and 

meaningful event for 40 people from 15 

organizations spanning Chihuahua, Mexico 

City, Chiapas, Oaxaca, Merida, Guatemala 

and Haiti. All of the sessions and reflection 

times were led by the participants 

themselves and included introductions to: 

servant leadership, the enneagram, 

trauma informed care, gender based 

violence and gender identity.  

Having indigenous and non-indigenous 

people, from urban and rural settings, as 

well as people from Guatemala and Haiti 

was very meaningful.  Candeleria, a 

Tarahumara woman, could barely speak in 

front of the group on day 1. By the end, 

she was leading presentations!   

In the opening session, Melanie Lopez-Grewal, VHF Grant Coordinator,  introduced VHF’s theory of change 

and practices of hospitality, giftedness and agency. Floricela (Flor) Romero, NELA’s Dean of Students, led a 

session on trauma informed care and did an activity that got people thinking: she had people come up with all 

kinds of different wounds and illnesses but would give them the same medicine, even if it didn’t address what 

they had!  People started wondering, “Are we inadvertently doing this? Do we actually talk about what is hard 

in community or about why people don’t want to participate?”   

Through sharing our own stories, the introduction workshops to servant leadership, self-awareness of our 

personalities and how gender has shaped us, trauma and violence connected more deeply with people.  They 

were not simply informational exercises that address issues that affect community and offer guidance, they 

were spiritual and emotional experiences that were liberating and invited healing. What became clear was 

that people want to be truly listened to and valued, but we need ways to enter into conversations of heartache 

artfully. It was a very profound experience.  At first we were there as organizations, but when we left, we were 

family. 



May-June-July  2018 Issue 

Our PAC (Partners in Authentic Community) members just finished reading 

this book, Reading for the Common Good: (How Books Help our Churches 

and Neighborhoods Flourish) by Christopher Smith, editor of the Englewood 

Review of Books, as part of our on-going commitment to the disciplines of 

study; prayer and dialogue; and practicing the results of that within specific 

communities. In our individualistic and sound bite culture, slow reading together offers 

time to talk and reflect, time to imagine preferred futures for ourselves and the communities we live and 

work in, and share with others. Readers are leaders!  

These communities will be based on compassion, hope, healing and engagement towards the common 

good of all, including the health of our air, soils, watersheds, plants and animals as well as people in 

those places. Our actions should flow from what is happening in our communities. If we love God and our 

neighbors, both human and non-human, we will want to know them so that we know better how to love 

them-thus strengthening God’s reign in those places.  “We won’t save places we don’t love. We can’t love 

places we don’t know. And we don’t know places we haven’t learned.” (Baba Dioum, Senegalese 

environmentalist.) 

First Fruits Scholars Program ………. By Lupe Mendez 

For over 20 years the 

First Fruits Scholars 

Program has been serving 

the children of Broetje 

Orchards employees and 

graduates of Jubilee 

Leadership Academy in 

their pursuits of reaching 

their higher education 

goals. The program 

started as a funding 

source for first generation 

college students with an 

aim to instill the spirit of 

l e ad e r sh i p  t h r o ugh 

service in their future 

vocations. While that 

original dream remains, 

t h e  p r o g r a m  h a s 

transformed through the years to include a more holistic approach in 

accompanying the scholars as they navigate the world of higher 

education. 

This year we piloted a new initiative with a group of freshmen 

scholars who enrolled at Columbia Basin College (CBC). For an entire 

year, the CBC Cohort met intentionally once a month to explore 

topics on Servant Leadership, Trauma Informed Care, and the 

Enneagram. These monthly meetings centered on learning and 

sharing in their own life experiences and stories with the goal to 

break down any barriers among them and create community on their 

campus. 

In June after all the scholars have finished their year at school, 

we celebrated 25 new, 40 returning, and 10 graduating scholars 

during our annual banquet. Our theme this year centered on 

community and what it takes to truly be successful in college. Ivone 

Guillen was our keynote speaker this year. Ivone is a former Vista 

Hermosa Community member and First Fruits Scholar. She 

completed her undergrad at Gonzaga University and her masters at 

American University in Washington DC. She currently serves as the 

Catholic Social Teaching Education Coordinator for the U.S. 

Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Department of Justice, Peace, and 

Human Development. The night was a time to honor all the hard 

work and commitment that the students and their parents apply 

towards their studies, communities, and families. 

Pictured Left to Right: Tasha Gonzalez BA in 

Elementary Education WSU, Hanna Duvall Certificate 

in Medical Assistant Walla Walla Community College 

(WWCC), Tim Estefanos Certificate in Farrier and 

Equine Health Mission Farrier School, Lizette 

Mendoza AA in General Studies WWCC, Olivia Ortega 

BA in Social Work Heritage University. 
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“This has been a life changing 

experience. I have become more 

observant and more efficient. 

Working here is fun too! When my 

work study program was 

supposed to end, I was scared 

that I would have to leave the 

Café. They gave me an extension 

and I am so happy I got to stay 

longer. I have enjoyed every 

moment of the Work Study 

Program.” Miranda is still 

attending CBC and is looking for a 

part-time job. Contact us if you 

might be able to help Miranda 

find work! 

“I started coming to The 

Collegium everyday after school 

because this place made me 

feel like home somehow. The 

staff at the Café made me feel 

loved and like I am a part of 

their family. If I needed 

someone to talk to, or get help 

with homework I knew I could 

get that here. “ After completing 

the Work Study Program 

Genesis got a job working as a 

care giver for a local retirement 

home. She is in the process of 

registering to start college in the 

fall.  

Miranda Higgins 

Genesis Jara-Alvis 

If you are interested in the  Work Study program you can apply through 

Goodwill, Work Source, or the CBC Work Study Program. You can also find 
more info on our website. www.collegiumcafe.com or  

call  Rachel Gaddam at 509.380.0963 



If you're interested in learning more about our programs and/or initiatives you can contact us using the information below.  
 

If you wish to unsubscribe from receiving this newsletter please let us know. 
 

Phone: 509-546-5999 

Email: info@vhfoundation.org  

Vista Hermosa Foundation 

3525 East A Street  

Pasco, WA 99301 

  

Calendar Events: 

Tom Roach  

August 17, 9-10am 

(closed event) 

 

Jim Hunter (Servant Leadership Luncheon) 

August 21, 12pm 

(closed event) 

 

Ali Noorani (National Immigration Forum)   

August 24, 9:30-11am 

(limited seating — call for more info) 

 

July 19 Alumni Servant Leadership Gathering 


