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From One PAC Community to Another ………..By Dinah Ballast 

Hi!  My name is Dinah Ballast and I live and work at the Shepherd’s 
Home of Servant Leadership in the Philippines.  Our community is part of 
the Partners in Authentic Community (PAC) Initiative, birthed out of the 
Center for Sharing community 10 years ago.  For 3 weeks in March and 
April, I had the amazing privilege to join the team at the Center for 
Sharing and, in particular, the Collegium Cafe.  I was able to live near 
them in the adjacent Terra Vida Community, work side by side with them, 
and learn everything I could from them.  This was a special opportunity 
for me for a couple reasons.  First, the Center for Sharing lives by similar 
values as our intentional community in the Philippines – values like 
acceptance, safety, welcome, love and purpose – and this was an 
opportunity to see how another community practically lives out and 
practices these kinds of values.  Second, it has been my personal dream 
for some time now to open a coffee shop back in the Philippines that 
could be a place of welcome and gathering for our neighborhood – 
similar to the Collegium Cafe.  But, I really needed more training and 

ideas on how to do this. 

I will always remember my first day at the Cafe.  I met Nevresa, the 
Center for Sharing’s administrative assistant, and within just a few 
minutes we were sitting at a table and she was opening up her life to me.  This was something I appreciated 

about life at the Cafe – everyone was so open and willing to share their 
stories with others, without wearing any masks.  I also became friends 
with the Cafe Manager, Rachel, and her husband, Abraham.  Nevresa, 
Rachel and Abraham, and many others at the Cafe were so generous in 
sharing both their lives and their knowledge with me.  I was able to join 
a barista training that the Cafe organized with a local expert.  I was also 
able to learn about all of the aspects of their business and join them 

when they would go shopping to buy supplies for the cafe. 

The CFS team invited me to join in their many activities – both inside 
and outside of work, including their daily chapel times and their 
evening program with children. In the evening program, I was touched 
to see all of the kids who just loved to be there in that place.  I really 
enjoyed meeting the kids, playing games with them, and interacting 

with them. 

After this experience I am now even more inspired and excited about 
how to open this kind of Cafe back in our neighborhood in the 
Philippines – a place where people can be welcomed and loved, where 
their value and purpose can be considered, and where stories can be 

shared.   Thank you, Collegium Cafe! 
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“For as the earth 
brings forth its 

sprouts, and as a 
garden causes 

what is sown in it 
to sprout up, so the 

Lord God will 
cause 

righteousness and 
praise to sprout up 

before all the 
nations.”  

~Isaiah 61:11 

 

 

 “And let us 
consider how we 
may spur one 
another on 

toward love and 
good deeds, not 

giving up meeting 
together, as some 
are in the habit of 

doing, but 
encouraging one 
another—and all 
the more as you 

see the Day 
approaching.” 

~Hebrew 10:24-25  

 

We Are Grateful ………. By Abraham Regunta 

Meet Paco ………. By Nevresa Beganovic 

 
Check us out on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/centerforsharing 

www.facebook.om/collegiumcafe 
 

Check out our websites! 

www.centerforsharing.org 

www.collegiumcafe.com 

We recently started partnering with Columbia Basin College to 

recruit additional work studies into our Work Readiness Program. 

When we found out that Jose Claro (Paco), a member of our Tierra 

Vida community, was attending CBC and looking for a job, we were 

able, through this partnership, to hire him to come to the Café. Paco 

grew up in the Tierra Vida community. His family was one of the first 

to move into the apartments back when they were first built. He also 

went through our youth barista training program in 2015. We are so 

excited to have him with us! 

In addition to providing good food and drinks, it  is our goal to 

offer a safe space where individuals can grow, through relationships 

with our staff and other community members.  We believe that at 

the heart of every life-giving program is a group of servant leaders 

working to further the common good. We also believe that each 

community has people within it with the gifts and the calling to meet 

specific needs in that community; and if empowered as spirit 

carriers, they and their communities will be healthier, saner, freer, 

more connected to each other and their place.  

It was an honor to host Glen Knopp and his family 

on the 23rd March 2018 at the Collegium Café. And 

it is with great pride that we at the Center for 

Sharing have been able to partner with the Knopp 

family, who has been supporting the ministry of 

Center for Sharing for many years. His love for 

people and their development is a common goal 

that we share. And it is because of the partnership 

with amazing people such as Glen that we at the 

Center for Sharing have been able to transform lives 

through the years. 

In the past 35 years, Inland Tarp has evolved from a 

west coast hay tarp manufacturer and service 

company to one of the largest U.S. custom 

fabricators of premium quality polyethylene and 

vinyl products. 

Glen recalled an incident that as a farmer in the Marlin area he was covering his hay and visiting 

with a cousin in a 100 degree plus weather. I said to my cousin “Boy I wish there was an easier way to 

do this”. His cousin then recalled hearing about tarp material available in Canada to stretch over the 

agricultural product. “I purchased some and before long, other farmers were asking for a similar 

product. It became the standard of the market and it just grew from there, to the point that I had to 

make a decision if I was going to continue farming as I couldn’t do both.”  Glen started the insulation 

program and ultimately decided to manufacture tarps.  
 

Thank you Glen and family for coming to visit 
us and for the continuous support over the years! 
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GOD IS… 
OUR REFUGE & STRENGTH! 

Our Miss ion:  Cal l ing  fo rth the g i f ts  of  a l l  people  through Chr is t -centered community .   
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Community of Servant Leaders ………. By Cheryl Broetje 

On April 19, the Collegium hosted its quarterly ‘community of servant leaders’ event. This time we had the joy of including 

our international ‘partners in authentic community’ PAC, who was here on retreat. During the event, Dan Ballast (Philippines) 

spoke of the first SLS course he attended, put on by CFS in 2008. He remembers it being the first time in his whole life that he 

could take off the mask he had learned to wear, and felt safe enough to be real. As a result a whole new community was born 

around the practice of servant leadership there, which they named ‘Shepherd’s Home’.  

Dinah Ballast spoke about a training she had just attended, on becoming ‘warriors for the human spirit’ with Margaret 

Wheatley from the book: Who Do We Choose to Be? As warriors, we must learn how to use weapons of compassion and insight 

in order to help ourselves and others not give up when we are 

attacked by hatred, racism, exclusion, disconnection…part of the 

whole amour of God we must put on. (Ephesians 6:10-20).  

Kristin Lietz spoke about the firsthand experience of living 

through an 8.2 earthquake in Oaxaca last fall, and the solidarity they 

were able to offer others through their servant led community at 

CDC, another PAC partner. 

Miguel Lopez spoke about cutting off the tip of his finger 

recently. With blood dripping everywhere his wife Melanie texted the 

neighbors (neither of their families live in the U.S). Within three 

minutes they started showing up to help them! They feel blessed to 

live in Tierra Vida, which has been guided by CASA, another PAC 

partner, in the development of community values and culture. 
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Sharing Stories.   Building Community.   Serving Together.  

GIVE US A CALL @ 509-380-0963 

If your business, non-profit, community, or church group is interested in Servant-Leadership Development, we can be reached at the following 
phone and email.  
 

If you wish to unsubscribe from receiving this newsletter please let us know. 
 

Phone: 509-749-8248 

Email: glenn@centerforsharing.org  

Center for Sharing 

3525 East A Street  

Pasco, WA 99301 

  

                      Thank you to all who have rented our facility in the past!  

Birthday Party  |  Baby Shower | Graduation  |  &  More 


