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 On Saying Goodbye ……….By Cheryl Broetje 

On May 6, our Local Partners in 

Authentic Community (PAC) held a going 

a w a y  t i m e  o f  b l e s s i n g  a n d 

commissioning for members Rick and 

Leann Griffin. Rick has been in 

leadership at Jubilee Leadership 

Academy for much of its 25 years. He 

was a founding member in 1995, as the 

result of our first ever “Local Leadership 

F o r m a t i o n  c o u rs e  in  S e r v a n t 

Leadership”, held in that same year.  A 

few years after Jubilee’s birth, Rick 

moved to Phoenix. After a few years 

there, however, he came back to 

become E.D of Jubilee, bringing along 

with him, his wife Leann and son Nico. 

Leann soon began to put her own 

tremendous organizational skills to work at Jubilee as well. Later their son Torin would be born. 

Over the years, we began learning that much of the chaos in the lives of our students was due to 

the pain of disconnection they were experiencing, itself the result of past traumas that built up over the 

years, leaving them feeling lonely, undervalued, and unsafe. Rick began studying everything he could 

find on the subject. Simultaneously, our friend Jim Sporleder, principal at Lincoln High in Walla Walla at 

the time, was on the same journey.  

Their early work to practice what they were 

discovering in their respective organizations was 

supported by Vista Hermosa Foundation and 

embraced by our PAC communities. Eventually 

both men have become nationally recognized for 

their contributions to this critically important body 

of work in service of nurturing healthier people and 

communities. Currently for example, Rick is 

working carefully within the foster care community. 

The Griffins are family to many of us. While we will 

miss their physical presence greatly, we will stay 

tuned with love and prayers, thankful for the 

international impact of their lives and call on the 

people and places we serve. 

Offering a Blessing for Leann & Rick 

April 15, four of us travelled to Seattle to hear Margaret Wheatley speak at the Allender 
Center. She spoke strongly about the need for communities to know  

who they are and what they stand for.  

WELCOME and HOSPITALITY are two of our core daily practices. What simple, time 
honored, down-home words! Yet today, those words are becoming radical to say, and risky 

to practice. What has happened in our culture that has people feeling so afraid of the 
stranger (the one the bible commands us to entertain because that person could just be an 

angel in disguise?) Who will stand up for them because it’s the right thing to do? 



Check us out on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/centerforsharing 

www.facebook.com/collegiumcafe 

 

Check out our websites! 

www.vistahermosafoundation.org 

www.centerforsharing.org 

www.collegiumcafe.com 
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Stations of the Cross 2019 ……….By Nevresa Beganovic 

We often get so caught up in the hustle and bustle of activities that we end up becoming numb to 

what’s really going on.  When was the last time you set time aside to just reflect on life and your 

surroundings?  

On Good Friday, we held a Stations of the Cross event that took us on a journey across Pasco stopping 

at 11 locations for a prayer and 

reflection, with the entire trip 

being done in silence. With 43 

people in attendance this was 

double the participants of years 

prior. It was a time to break from 

our busy daily schedules to sit in 

silence to pay attention to the 

specific places around us, where 

people suffer daily: places like the 

j a i l ,  C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n 

Connections (CAC) and Union 

Gospel Mission...  

Not only did this event evoke 

a desire to pray for those served in 

the stations we visited, it also 

provided encouragement to many who participated.  We had one participant who happened to come in that 

morning, not knowing that we had this event planned. We invited him on the trip, and happened to stop at 

MLK in Pasco, a location where this individual grew up in. He shared afterwards, that this place saved him 

as he was growing up. It’s stories like that that make me realize that God is working all around us, we just 

need to slow down enough to notice it. If you are interested in joining us next year please  let us know!  

 

March 28, nearly 50 alumni of 

servant leadership training gathered at 

the Collegium for food, fellowship and  

an opportunity to hear stories from 

fellow SL practitioners  as they work to 

implement servant leadership in their 

communities of practice. 

After an opening ice-breaker 

activity, Glenn lead a bit of group 

singing. One song in particular hit 

home: “If God can love turkeys, then 

God can love you…’cause you are a 

turkey, but I am one too…! 

Cheryl said a few words about the 

closing of Jubilee Leadership Academy 

and transfer of ownership of Broetje 

Orhards to new owners after so many years. It feels like a death on the one hand; but on the other, we trust 

and believe that new growth and transformation lies in the way of letting go of the old.  

Luke Hallowell spoke about the time he spent on staff with the Center for Sharing. So many of his 

memories are of small acts  of paying attention, and acting on what we sense that people need in order to 

be healthier, freer, more able to take care of themselves and each other….we are so proud of Luke’s 

current call to leadership with the Boys and Girls Club in Kennewick. 

Aileen Jimenez spoke about how when she first started working with CASA, she tried to keep her 

spirituality far removed from the work she was doing. It was when she agreed to join a team of staff with the 

tasks of collecting stories from the families they serve at Tierra Vida that she was impacted deeply by what 

brings meaning, purpose and transformation into people’s lives. So much of it is linked to the ability that 

some folks find, to bring something good, even joyful,  out of what feels dead, and hopeless. Aileen reports 

that she is currently feeling drawn herself,  at a deeper level, to acknowledge  and know “the guy 

upstairs”…. to explore greater meaning and purpose in her own life. 

Community of Servant Leaders: March 2019 ……….By Glenn Cross 

Visitors of the Collegium 
receive hand written, 

personalized, messages 
on their cups, done by 
kids. Doug’s said stay 

tasty, written “stay 
taeste” He was thrilled 

when he saw this! 

“Forget the 

former things; do 

not dwell on the 

past. See, I am 

doing a new 

thing! Now it 

springs up; do 

you not perceive 

it? I am making a 

way in the 

wilderness and 

streams in the 

wasteland” 

 Isaiah 43:18-19 

Doug Seebeck  
President & CEO Partners Worldwide 

(www.partnersworldwide.org) 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+43:18-19
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Meet Erykah ……….By Shaunee Hooper 

Right when we met Erykah I felt like God sent her to the 

Collegium Café. Her warm soul and loving personality is what we 

admire about Erykah. She joined the Café about a month ago 

and has been cooking different varieties of authentic Mexican 

food. She loves to make people happy and she feels right at 

home when she is here serving customers. “I cook with love” is 

her favorite line and we appreciate her desire to make 

customers happy. She believes that cooking can bring people 

together.  

Having Erykah join the team has really lit up the Café. She 

has been through pain and 

trauma when she was 

younger and because of 

that pain that she 

experienced she now has 

the ability to empathize with 

others who’ve also faced 

similar challenges in their 

lives. Erykah is originally 

from Sunnyside and moved 

to the Tri-Cities seeking a 

better life for her and her 2 

young children. She’s 

currently working on 

o v e r c o m i n g  s e v e r a l 

personal hardships, and 

has future hopes on 

furthering her education. 

Introducing Susan Dobkins 

I recently joined the Vista Hermosa 

Foundation in a new role as Programs 

Director, where I’ll be supporting the 

programs team who coordinates 

domestic and international grant 

making as well as the First Fruits 

Scholars program. I’m thrilled to join an 

organization with such a long history of 

dynamic and inspiring work that holds 

family, God and community at its 

center. 

Previously, I worked as a program 

officer at The Russell Family 

Foundation in Gig Harbor WA for 11 

years.  I managed a multi-faceted 

portfolio including local grassroots 

leadership development and grant 

making themes of youth homelessness; scholarships for first-generation 

and underserved students; and the nexus of leadership development 

and environmental justice.  

Originally from Oklahoma, I went to university in San Antonio TX, and 

upon graduation accepted a commission as a Mission Intern with the 

General Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church. As a 

Mission Intern, I worked for a human rights organization in Nicaragua 

and then transitioned back to the US, moving to Eugene OR. After 

completing the Methodist program, I spent 12 years organizing 

farmworkers and leading family immigration services in Oregon’s 

Willamette Valley before relocating to Tacoma in 2002.  

On the Importance of Community Centers ……….By Suzanne Broetje 

In March, four staff of Center for Sharing and Vista Hermosa Foundation traveled to 

Kolkata, India. We spent a day with World Vision to learn about their comprehensive approach 

to child protection and sex trafficking. This work includes at least three interrelated 

components. In the urban, red-light districts, staff reach out to women directly, building 

relationships and offering compassionate support and referrals for those seeking alternative 

livelihoods. They also mentor mothers in parenting skills to strengthen family bonds and child 

protection. Each evening, drop-in centers host children of all ages, offering a welcoming place 

after school, where they can be safe, eat a meal together, and work on their homework while 

mothers are working.  

In these centers, love and hope abound.  We sat on the floor as youth filed in one-by-one 

with their backpacks. After brief introductions, they chatted with us about our hobbies and 

shared their own dreams of becoming police officers, lawyers, doctors, and nurses.  As we listened, our team was deeply struck by the vital role 

of community centers like these – places of welcome and hospitality; opportunities to build caring relationships; time to see and celebrate 

each individual and nurture hope for the future. They are a peaceful oasis in the midst of chaos and despair.   

Recognizing that urban interventions are only half of the solution, World Vision also works in rural, sending communities, places from 

where women often flee to escape violence, exploitation 

and rejection.  A dynamic group of young women and 

men involved in Girl Power and MenCare groups shared 

their personal stories with us.  The teenage women work 

passionately to raise awareness about gender based 

violence, advocate for girl’s education, end child marriage 

and bring healing within families. The men were equally 

profound as they explained their gender reconciliation 

work, their commitment to be vulnerable with one 

another, and to confront alcoholism, violence, and 

inequity in the home.  Together they serve as role models 

for how to be more loving community members. As family 

bonds are strengthened, vulnerabilities are reduced, and 

futures are brighter for both women and men.   



If you're interested in learning more about our programs and/or initiatives you can contact us using the information below.  
 

Phone: 509-546-5999 

Email: info@centerforsharing.org  

 
If you wish to unsubscribe from receiving this newsletter please let us know. 

Center for Sharing  

3525 East A Street  

Pasco, WA 99301 

Abraham Regunta Farewell ……….By Eric Sobotta 

“I miss him so much!”, said a child who lives in the Tierra 

Vida Community, days after Abraham Regunta and his wife 

Rachel moved back to Maryland after living, and working, 

in our community for the past couple of years.  Abraham 

served in the role of Communications/Evening Program 

Director and was dearly loved by our staff and youth in our 

community.  

 Abraham’s encouraging spirit, and desire to instill positive 

values made such a deep impact on many people in our 

place.  Thank you Abraham for all you did while working at 

the Center for Sharing, but more than that, who you are as 

a person.  We are all blessed, and better for, the time we 

spent with you.  Wishing you all the best in the future!   


